Methods Newly diagnosed TB patients were screened from November 2011 -September 2012 from a hospital-based outpatient clinic within a pulmonary specialized reference hospital in Argentina. Patients were randomized into control and intervention in a 1:1 allocation ratio in block randomization of 10. The intervention arm received standard of care plus a SMS-based intervention which included instructing patients to 'text-in' after self-administration of medication; reminders/check-in when patient did not 'text in'; receipt of bi-weekly SMS education messages; and the option to consult during the first two month intensive treatment phase. Educational messages were selected based on the Informational-Motivational-Behavioral Skills Model. FrontlineSMS opensource software was used as the SMS platform. Semi-structured, in depth, individual interviews were conducted with 9 patients and 3 others responded to structured questions via text-messages. Outcomes of feasibility (e.g. number of potential participants with mobile phones), acceptability (e.g. participant and staff perceptions, type of messages) and initial efficacy (e.g. notification rates, sputum conversion) were assessed.
